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Good luck!

 
Hi!  I t  is  good to have you here.  

 
Th is  week we wi l l  be reading the interpretat ion of

Rabbi  Ste insal tz  for  the two Parashot .  
We wi l l  s tudy parts  of  the art ic le  'Behar '  and the
art ic le  'Behukota i '  ( f rom the book 'Chayei  Olam' ) .

 
In  Parashat  'Behar '  Rabbi  Ste insal tz  d iscusses the
issue of  Shmita  in  Mount  S ina i ,  i ts  meaning these

days,  and our  worship of  G-d.
 

In  Parashat  'Behukota i '  we wi l l  learn about  the
coincidence f rame of  mind that  might  accompany our
day-to-day l i fe ,  and the offer  to  change our  point  of

v iew and give better  not ice to what  is  happening to us
and our  surroundings and to see what  moral i ty  is

required of  i t .
 

>  A  sugges t ion  for  a  jo in t  ta lk  a f ter  the  s tudy :
Do  you  remember  a  moment  you  had  or  an  event  tha t  happened

around  you  tha t  made  you  fee l  i t  has  a  spec ia l  mean ing  as  i f  i t  i s  no t
a  co inc idence?

 



 
ר׃ מֹֽ לאֵ י  ֖ נַ י סִ ר֥  הַ ְּ ב ה  אֶל־משֶֹׁ֔  ֙ הָ ו הְ י ר֤  בֵּ דְַ יַ ו א. 

 

Behar

Rabbi  Steinsaltz  
 

The Lord spoke to Moses at  Mount Sinai  before the Israel i tes  set
out  for  the Land of  Israel ,  despite  the fact  that  the fo l lowing

halakhot  would be pract iced only  when they reached their  land,
:saying 

 
Rashi:

 
AND THE LORD SPOKE UNTO MOSES]  ON THE MOUNT SINAI  — What  has the matter  of  the Sabbat ical ] י  נ סי בהר 
year  to  do with Mount Sinai  that  Scr ipture fe lt  compel led to  expressly  state where i t  was commanded? Were
not  a l l  commandments g iven on Sinai?  But  this  statement is  intended to suggest  the fo l lowing comparison:

How is  i t  in  the case of  the law of  Shemittah? I ts  general  ru les,  [ i ts  specif ic  prescr ipt ions]  and minute detai ls
were ordained on Mount Sinai !  So,  a lso,  were a l l  commandments with their  general  ru les  and their  minute

detai ls  ordained on Mount Sinai .  Thus is  taught in  Torath Cohanim (Sifra ,  Behar ,  Sect ion 1  1 ) .  I t  seems to me
that  the fo l lowing is  the explanat ion of  th is :  S ince we do not  f ind in  Deuteronomy that  the law concerning
“the rest  of  the soi l  in  the Sabbat ical  year”  was repeated in  “the f ie lds of  Moab”  (cf .  Deuteronomy 34:1 ;  the

place where Moses repeated many of  the commandments contained in  the other  books of  the Pentateuch) ,  we
may infer  that  a l l  i ts  general  ru les  and specif ic  prescr ipt ions must  have been promulgated on Sinai .  The

here appears therefore to  be unnecessary but  Scr ipture by mentioning i t  intends י נ סי express mention of בהר 
to teach regarding every Div ine command ( l i t . ,  D iv ine utterance)  that  was spoken to Moses that  in  every case
they,  their  general  ru les  and minute detai ls  or ig inated at  S inai  and that  they were only  repeated again in  “the

.”f ie lds of  Moab
 

25:2
 





...



21.  And i f  you remain hosti le  toward Me and refuse to  obey Me,  I  wi l l  go on smit ing
you sevenfold for  your  s ins. . .

23.  And i f  these things fa i l  to  d iscip l ine you for  Me,  and you remain hosti le  to  Me,
24.  I  too wi l l  remain hosti le  to  you:  I  in  turn wi l l  smite  you sevenfold for  your  s ins.

25.  I  wi l l  br ing a  sword against  you to  wreak vengeance for  the covenant;  and i f  you
withdraw into your  c it ies ,  I  wi l l  send pest i lence among you,  and you shal l  be del ivered

into enemy hands. . .
27 .  But  i f ,  despite  this ,  you disobey Me and remain hosti le  to  Me,

28. I  wi l l  act  against  you in  wrathful  hosti l ity ;  I ,  for  My part ,  wi l l  d isc ip l ine you
sevenfold for  your  s ins.

Behukotai

Rabbi  Steinsaltz  interpretation:
 

21.  And if  you walk  recalcitrantly  with Me ,  in  rebel l ion ,  and you do not  wish to
heed Me,  as  you learn nothing from the punishments,  then  I  wi l l  amplify  My blow

upon you sevenfold in  accordance with your  s ins. . .
23.  And if  with these too  you are not  chastised to  Me,  by accept ing My reproof ,

and you walk  recalcitrantly  with Me;
24.  so I  a lso wi l l  walk  with you recalcitrantly,  in  the same harsh and forceful

manner ,  and I  too wi l l  smite you sevenfold for  your  s ins.
25.  I  wi l l  br ing upon you a  sword of  war ,  avenging the vengeance of  the broken
covenant;  you shal l  be gathered into your  cit ies,  to  h ide from the enemy .  Also,  I
wi l l  send forth pesti lence among you.  When you are crowded within your  c it ies ,  a
plague wi l l  be a l l  the more deadly .  And eventual ly  you shal l  be del ivered into the

hand of  an enemy,  as your  c it ies  wi l l  be unprotected. . .
27.  And if  with even this,  actual  hunger ,  when the hardships and disasters  increase,

you do not  heed Me,  and you walk  recalcitrantly  with Me;
28.  I  wi l l  walk  with you in  recalcitrant  fury.  After  causing a  food shortage and

harming your  welfare,  I  wi l l  br ing further  horrors  upon you:  I ,  too,  wi l l  chastise you
sevenfold for  your  s ins.

 
 









Shabbat Shalom!


