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Guiding questions for study and further analysis
These Guiding questions should not be treated like “homework” that must be answered
in full. They are meant to suggest avenues of thought for the study partners ('Chevruta').
You might simply answer the questions and in this way broaden the discussion between
the pair of you, or you might decide to use them as springboards to other topics.
Alternatively, you can just ignore them.

Unit 1: Chapter 1, Mishnayot 1-3
Chapter 1, Mishna 1:

“...and the prophets handed it down to the Men of the Great Assembly. They
said three things...”

1. How did the handing down of the Oral Law change when it was
transferred from the prophets to the Men of the Great Assembly? Read
about That in the commentary to the Mishna in the Steinsaltz edition?

2. In continuation to the previous question, do you think there is a
connection between the three statements of the Men of the Great
Assembly and the changes that unfolded in their days with regard to
the Oral Law?

3. Ifyou were alive in the period of the Men of the Great Assembly, what
three things would you have said?

Chapter 1, Mishna 2:

“Shimon the Righteous was one of the last surviving members of the Great
Assembly”

Who was Shimon the Righteous and what did he achieve? Read about him in
the commentary to the Mishna in the Steinsaltz edition?

Chapter 1, Mishna 3:

“Do not be like servants who attend to their master on condition of receiving a
reward”

Story: In recent years, between Pesah and Rosh Hashana, I have developed
the custom of opening a booth in the center of my community which I call the
“Mishna Station.” The local children come to the Mishna Station and recite
mishnayot from Pirkei Avot by heart, for which they receive prizes and other
such surprises. I always enjoy it when a small child innocently chants “do not
be like servants who attend to their master on condition of receiving a reward”
and immediately proceeds to put out a hand for the anticipated reward...

What factors lead us to do things — is it prizes and rewards of various kinds, or
are there other sources of motivation?
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